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Korean traditional science and technology is the melting pot of East Asian science. The
Koreans create their own characteristic pattern by melting together the contexts of East
Asian science, technology, idea and philosophy in their own crucible. So the Koreans,
who have been active in a small peninsula to the north-east of the huge Chinese continent,
gave significant influence to Chinese science and technology with their own model.
However, this solemn fact has never been acknowledged by any scholar till recently.
During the Sejong era of the fifteenth century in particular, Korean science and technology
had reached its climax, thus its accomplishments could reveal themselves clearly in the
history of world civilization, let alone of East Asian civilization.
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[t is impossible to understand Chinese traditional science properly without exploring
Korean and Japanese traditional science deeply. Therefore, we should appreciate fully
Korean and Japanese scientific creativity and their accomplishments in history which
appears on the scene of East Asian science.
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[T]he problem of China is about the significance of the Chinese scientific ideas and
technical artifacts that are apparently omnipresent in traditional Korean science and
technology. What roles and meanings should be assigned to them in the history of Korean
science? Would it be permissible for a historian of Korean science to neglect them and
study only what is uniquely Korean? What should the historian do with those ideas and
techniques that were straight importations from China? In other words, how should be the
historian deal with theories and practices that were exactly the same as those of China
except for the fact that they were discussed and carried out in Korea?
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