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A Memory of Xu Yibao

Wann-Sheng Horng

I met YIbao for the first time in 1995 when he was about to come to New York for
Ph.D. program under Joe’s supervision. I visited Beijing apparently at Joe’s invitation
and had a chance to see Yibao as he went to Beijing in order to apply a US visa. I
remember I sent him as a gift C. C. Gillispie’s Edge of Objectivity and the reason why I

am unable to retrieve for the time being.

Without much impression about him though, we had a great chance to meet again at
Oberwolfach in 1998, a conference organized by Ivor Grattan-Guinness and David Rowe
Yibao took photo-pictures for Joe, me, among others. Thanks to his camera records, we

can well remember how we have been gone through so far.

After the year 2000, Yibao had visited Taiwan two or three times. Due to the reasons
that I was involved with social movement in Taiwan, so I just left him to chair seminars
on the history of Chinese mathematics with my graduate students, and the topics covered
were annotation of the Suanshu shu etc. Yibao did not comment, at lease to me, on what
he had seen in Taiwan. Yet, I gather he would be very pleased to have such kind of

visiting experience.

In the summer of last year, Yibao and I met for the last time. Due to some reason I
almost canceled my travel plan of Manchester to attend the international congress on the
history of science and technology. But for now I feel so lucky that I could have the
unforgettable opportunity to chat with him. It is the day before the opening of the
congress he invited me to a nearby pub to enjoy beer. I was so happy to update the news
about his career: he just got promotion as a full professor, a status he deserved to achieve
quite a few years ago, and he was engaged in public service in his community. And he
was so proud to let me know that he read three copies of newspapers each day, New York
Times, Renmin Ribao and Shijie Ribao. He was well established and completely ready for

doing something to fulfill his vision both in academic work and public service by far.

Yibao was a sweet and thoughtful person on whom you can always count. He always
thought how to pay back what he shared with friends and colleagues. He, David and I
come from different origins and grow up in diversified background. Yet, due to Joe the
great teacher, we become family. And Yibao is as always our little brother no matter

where he is now. I miss him so much from my deep heart!
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International Symposium on Ancient Chinese Books & Records of Science & Technology,
2-8 October 2014 F27 « EXHRI B EEELBRELESES: (BMCC) 27 » 158
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and Tradition in the History of Mathematics: A Festschrift in Honor of Joseph W. Dauben »
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BRE 0 -1he B 53 180° +e ek B 230 90" > —g ehdk B B2-90" 2 270° -
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FHEMYTTEE TR+ d +ai +bj+ck - Hrpa, b, ¢, d HEE - d BASELD
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